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own peril if we allow the conditions of disease tc
exist anywhere, and that the lives and fortunes of
the whole community are at stake if we overlook
crowded rooms, bad drainage, foul drinking-water,
or diseased food. The scientific man will probably
content himself with very practicable requirements,
but he will hardly be satisfied with less than a pro-
portion of cubic feet that means separation for every
family, and an abundant water-supply. The tem-
perate State Socialism that is coming in goes
naturally beyond this, and asks that the State shall
make itself a large employer of labour, so far as to
assure a reasonable wage to every man ready to
work. We can already see tendencies of progress
towards a more advanced point. Philanthropists
are trying to get large spaces reserved as parks or
recreation-grounds in the neighbourhood of our
towns, to get gymnasiums attached to our schools,
and to arrange for occasional excursions into the
country. If we assume every family to be living in
a five-roomed house,1 every working-man in Eng-
land to be earning his thirty shillings a week, the
Saturday half-holiday to be introduced, every child
to be trained in gymnastic exercises, and every
young man to have the opportunity of football,
cricket, or drill, we shall assume no more than would
seem very moderate and perhaps inadequate in
Australia; and yet changes of this kind would
mean a new life for millions of human beings in
such cities as London and Glasgow, Paris and
Lyons, Berlin or Vienna, New York or Chicago.
Nevertheless, even these reforms, which perhaps are

1 I assume three sleeping-rooms, a kitchen, and a sitting-room to
be the smallest amount compatible with health and decency.